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A long - suppressed 
grand jury indictment yes- 
terday charged state’s at- 
torney Edward V. Hanra- 
han, chief prosecutor of 
Chicago, and 13 other law 
officers with conspiring to 
obstruct justice in the in- 
vestigation of a police raid 
in which two Black Pan- 
ther leaders were killed. 

Chicago police superintend- 
ent James Conlisk Jr. was 
one of five persons named as 
CO - conspirators, but he was 
not indicted. 

Those facing the criminal 
charges are Hanrahan, a key 
mover in the Chicago Demo- 
cratic party, an assistant 
state’s attorney, eight police- 
men who took part in the 
Dec. 4, 1969, raid, and four 
police officers who later in- 
vestigated the shootings and 
exonerated the officers. 

Chief criminal court judge 
Joseph A. Power, who had 
; suppressed' the indictments 
since Jime 25, opened them 
yesterday on orders of the Il- 
linois Supreme Court. 

Power^. — , a former law 
partner,' of Mayor Richard 
Daley— had kept the indict- 
ments locked up, citing a va-, 
riety of reasons, including 
charges that the grand jury , 
had not heard all the .perti- 
nent witnesses and that it 
had been pressured into re- 
turning the true bills. Yester- 
day morning, the Supreme 
Court ordered him to act. 

'The indictments charged 
that Hanrahan, 50, and the 
others conspired to obstruct 
justice ...in the investigation i 
which followed the raid at 1 



4:30 a.m. on a Chicago West 
Side apartment i n which 
Fred Hampton, 21, Illinois 
chairman of the Black Pan- 
ther party, and Mark Clark, 
22, a Panther organizer from 
Peoria, lU., were killed and 
four Panthers were wounded. 

Those indicted were also 
accused of “unlawfullyrwill- 
ingly and knpwingly destroy- 
ing, altering, concealing and 
disguising physical evidence 
by planting false e'vidence 
and by furnishing false infor- 
mation.” 

The raid on the Panther 
apartment— ordered by Han- 
rahan’s office as a weapons 
search— has been the center 
of a national furor. 

CLAIM 

'The policemen from Han- 
rahan’s office claimed they 
were greeted -with a hail of 
gunfire when they broke into 
the apartment and that they 
fought a desperate battle : 
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■witi ;the embattled Panthers. 
Hanrahan backed this ac- 
count to the full. 

The seven sitrviving Pan- 
thers were charged with at- 
tempted murder. ButHanra-- 
han’ dropped the charges in. 
May,- 1970, after a federal 
grand jury concluded that, of 
the . 100 some shots fired in 
the apartment,' only one 
came, from the gun of a Pan- 
ther. ^ 

Police investigators were 
accused of issuing informa- 
tion -which they should have 
knovTi to be false and, in in- 
specting the Panther apart- 
ment, intentionally focusing 
on - evidence which might 
back up the police version of 
the raid. 

There were 21 ; separate ci- 
tations of police misconduct 
before and after the raid. 

Hanrahan was also ac- 
cused of preparing “false 
and misleading” information 
to' gain the indictment against 
the seven Panthers. Hanra- 
han leaned against a wall of 
the courtroom, his arms 
crossed, as Power read the 
indictment. He said after- 
wards, “I have done abso- 
lutel.y nothing wrong. I want 
a ; fiiU and open hearing as 
soon- jas possible so the public 
can have that demonstrated 
in cpurt.” 

Maximum penalty on the 
charges would be one to 
three -years in prison and/or 
a $1000 fine. 

Mayor Daley, who backed 
Hanrahan for the state’s at- 
torney’s office and is. expect- 
ed to have the deciding voice 
whether he wiU run again, 
noted the contents of the in- 
dictment had been common 
knowledge in Chicago for 



[ months and said, “I’m happy I 
they finally opened the enve- - 
lope.” ■ i 

He would not comment on ; 
his estimation ofHanrahan’s i 
political future, but said, | 
“Wher'e’s the evidei^e? 
Where’s the obstruction of 
justice?” 

The indictments appeared 
likely to act as a political, 
bombshell in Chicago. 

Hanrahan, a Harvard law 
school graduate and one-time 
crime-busting U.S. attorney, 
had been regarded as a star 
performer in Daley’s Demo- - 
[cratic organizataion when he 
won office in 1968 under the 
slogan “criminals fear this 
man.” 

Since news that a true bill 
had been returned spread 
through Chicago in April, 
Power had been engaged in a 
running feud with Barnabas 
Sears, the distinguished 
criminal attorney who acted 
as special prosecutor for the 
grand jury. ■ .- 

Spokesmen for the Black 
Panthers in Chicago could 
not be reached for comment 
regarding the grand jury’s 
action. ' * ' 

The Chicago Bar Associa- 
tion urged : that Hanrahan 
and others named by the 
grand jury be given leaves of 
absence from their positions 
pending final resolution of 
the grand jury proceedings. 

The association .also urged 
that Judge Power, who' pre- 
sided over the grand jury 
proceedings, remove himself 
from the case. 

The Chicago Confederation 
of Police said in a statement 
the grand jury gave only one 
side of the story of what hap- 
pened in the raid and was 
“ro-wing the -wrong boat” in 
indicting the officers. 




